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Patent – definition: 

« A patent is a set of exclusive rights granted by a sovereign state 
or intergovernmental organization to an inventor or assignee for 
a limited period of time in exchange for detailed public 
disclosure of an invention. An invention is a solution to a specific 
technological problem and is a product or a process.» 

(Wikipedia, 2018)
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What is the essential information to know about patents 
before searching for them?

1. Patents have a specific structure for bibliographic data and content
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Title

Inventor(s)

Patent owner (or Assignee)

Patent number

Abstract



Specifications, including…
- Background of the invention
- Description of the invention



Drawings, to illustrate the 
technical details of the invention.



Claims, that define the scope of 
legal protection granted by a patent. 



What is the essential information to know about patents 
before searching for them?

1. Patents have a specific structure for bibliographic data and content: 
inventor vs. owner, patent number, specifications, claims, etc.

2. Two versions of patents: patent application and granted patent;

3. Since patents are legal documents, their scope is limited to a national or 
regional territory → Patent family;

4. Patents available freely on the web → Many patent databases!
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Database Scope Access

Canadian Patents Database Canadian Free

United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO)

American Free

Espacenet International Free

Google Patents Search International Free

Patentscope International Free

The Lens International Free

Derwent Innovations Index International Access fees

Patent databases

https://www.etsmtl.ca/bibliotheque/collections/collections-electroniques/brevets
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http://www.ic.gc.ca/opic-cipo/cpd/eng/introduction.html
http://patft.uspto.gov/
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/
https://www.google.com/?tbm=pts&gws_rd=ssl
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/structuredSearch.jsf
https://www.lens.org/lens/
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/DIIDW_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=DIIDW&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=1ArcDcWoAZdNRMFWnIU&preferencesSaved=
https://www.etsmtl.ca/bibliotheque/collections/collections-electroniques/brevets


The Lens

➢ The Lens allows a mapping of the innovation landscape;

➢ Scope:
➢ More than 81 millions patent entries from more than 100 jurisdictions

(DocDB database by the European Patent Office);

➢ Full-text available for American, European and Australian patents, and for 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) patents applications;

➢ Multilingual searches, but more effective in English;

➢ Graphical representation of results.
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https://www.lens.org/lens/


The Lens

Strengths:

✓ Free!

✓ International scope

✓ Full-text search (for American, European, Australian patents and WIPO patent 

applications only)

✓ Results merge by patent families

✓ Graphical representation of results

✓ Many options to manage results (exportation, alerts, folder, 
notes, tags, share, etc.)
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https://www.lens.org/lens/


The Lens

Weaknesses:

✓ Keyword searches in only one language at a time;

✓ No full-text or administrative records for Canadian patents.

Patent searching – A Preview

https://www.lens.org/lens/


The essential guide… 

Canadian Intellectual Property Office. Government of Canada. (2017). A guide to patents. 
Retrieved from https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/fra/h_wr03652.html

For further information…

https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/fra/h_wr03652.html


Other resources…

Lens.org. (2013). Patent Knowledge Quiz. Retrived from  https://www.lens.org 
/support/help-resources/the-basics/patent-knowledge-quiz/

Lens.org. (2013). Top Ten Facts about Patents. Retrieved from 
https://www.lens.org/support/help-resources/the-basics/top-ten-facts-
about-patents/.

European Patent Office. (n.d.) Espacenet Assistant. Retrieved from 
https://www.epo.org/app/wbt/espacenet/index.html

➢ Online tutorials to learn how to search for patents.

World Intellectual Property Organization. (n. d.). Frequently Asked Questions: 
Patents. Retrieved from http://www.wipo.int/patents/en/faq_patents.html

For further information…

https://www.lens.org/support/help-resources/the-basics/patent-knowledge-quiz/
https://www.lens.org/support/help-resources/the-basics/top-ten-facts-about-patents/
https://www.epo.org/app/wbt/espacenet/index.html
http://www.wipo.int/patents/en/faq_patents.html


Thank you!
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